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Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-10, drawn to a method to trade objects over a network, classified in class 
705, subclass 37. 

II. Claims 11,12 and 1 8, drawn to methods of matching a buy order with a sell order, 
classified in class 705, subclass 37. 

III. Claim 13, drawn to a method of automatically executing a buy order and a 
matching sell order in an online exchange, classified in class 705, subclass 37. 

IV. Claims 14-17, drawn to a method of trading objects in an online exchange, 
classified in class 705, subclass 37. 

V. Claims 19-24, drawn to a method of processing an order by a trading pit 
component in an online exchange, classified in class 705, subclass 37. 

The inventions are distinct, each fi-om the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as sub combinations disclosed as usable together in a single 
combination. The sub combinations are distinct fi*om each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention I relates to a method to trade objects over a 
network, whereas invention II relates to methods of matching a buy order with a sell order. See 
MPEP § 806.05(d). Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper, even though they are classified in the same class and sub class. 

Inventions III and I are related as sub combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub combinations are distinct fi"om each other if they are shown to be 
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separately usable. In the instant case, invention I relates to a method to trade objects over a 
network, whereas invention III relates to a method of automatically executing a buy order and a 
matching sell order in an online exchange. See MPEP § 806.05(d). Because these inventions are 
distinct for the reasons given above and the search required for Group I is not required for Group 
III, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper, even though they are classified in 
the same class and sub class. 

Inventions IV and I are related as sub combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub combinations are distinct fi-om each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention I relates to a method to trade objects over a 
network, whereas invention IV relates to a method of trading objects in an online exchange. See 
MPEP § 806.05(d). Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group IV, restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper, even though they are classified in the same class and sub class. 

Similarly other pairing of inventions stated above are related as sub combinations 
disclosed as usable together in a single combination. These inventions are distinct fi"om each 
other as can be evident firom the definition of the groups described above. Also they require 
separate searches and hence restriction of these inventions for examination purposes as indicated 
is proper. 

3. A telephone call was made to Mr. Abhijat Parikh on November 17, 2004 to request an 
oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 
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4. Applicants are advised that reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dr. Narayanswamy Subramanian whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-4878. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 8:30 AM to 
7:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for Formal or 
Official faxes to The Patent Office is (703) 872-9306. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating 
to the status of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-1113. 

N. Subramanian 
November 18, 2004 




Primary Examiner 



